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Synopsis

The first edition of Southeast Asia: An Introductory History was published in 1979 and immediately
filled a need for travelers and students interested in a tantalizingly different part of the world.
Subsequent editions have continued to document with great perception the enormous changes and
dramatic growth experienced in the region. Dr. Milton Osborne has been a resident, student, and
fascinated observer of Southeast Asia for more than 50 years. This familiarity has resulted in a
highly readable and lively chronicle. While giving due regard to the early history of the region,
Osborne concentrates on the changes that have taken place since the 18th century: the impact of
colonial rule, economic transformations of the 19th and 20th centuries, the emergence and triumph
of the independence movements, the impact of social change, and the pivotal roles played by
religion, ethnic minorities, and immigrant groups. He also provides an introduction to the art of the
region and a comprehensive guide to literature about Southeast Asia. Clearly written and
extensively illustrated, this 12th edition of Southeast Asia: An Introductory History remains a classic

in the field.
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Customer Reviews

"While deepening our understanding of Southeast Asia, this fine introduction reminds us of the
importance of history itself." & "Anthony Milner, Basham Professor of Asian History, Australian

National University

Milton Osborne is the author of The Mekong: Turbulent Past, Uncertain Future and River Road to



China.

Very academic, dry, writing. Full of facts and very thorough but reading it is a bit of a slog.

As someone who writes on the same topic but from a somewhat different perspective, | found this
book incredibly useful. | recommend it to anyone, student or traveler who plans to spend time
considering and experiencing the emergence of modern Southeast Asia. Highly

Recommended.A East and Southeast Asia 2016-2017 (World Today (Stryker))

An excellent introduction to the countries of this fascinating region. Probably not easy to summarize
such a big area with so much history, but Osborne’s book does just that, and provides a list of
suggested reading to dig deeper by country or subject. Worth every penny. | got both the print and
Kindle edition but returned the Kindle one because it shows two images of the front cover, but no
image of the back cover (downloaded on November 12, 2016). Hope they will correct this minor

defect in Kindle, such a book should be published in best quality.

The most comprehensive and clarifying summary of Southeast Asian history in a nutshell.

This has been a wonderful preparation for traveling to S.E. Asia. The journey within these pages is a

real treat.

Broad and well informed overview of the region, clearly and objectively written.
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